
There was a question on the application about Apostolic Succession.  I answered "No" as I am not a 
bishop, however, I found he following informaton regarding one of my co-ordinands (the presiding 
bishop of the church underwhich I was ordained):

03/07/1998 Lawrence J. Harms (b. in 1946; d. in 2012).

Ordained a Roman Catholic priest on 04/07/1977 at Boston, Massachusetts

Consecrated a bishop on 03/07/1998 at Frederick, Maryland, by 
• John Rinaldi, a bishop of the Free Catholic Church,

◦ assisted by Donald Jeremiah Buttenbusch, a bishop of the Catholic Apostolic Church in 
North America,

• by Joseph Anderson Johnson, a bishop of the Catholic Apostolic Church in North America,
• by Jude N. Egbe, a bishop of the African American Congregation,
• by William L. Timlin, a bishop of the Othodox Catholic Church,
• and by Michael Scalzi, a bishop of the American Catholic Church.

Bp. Harms consecrated the following bishops:

1) 05/23/1998 Joseph J. Gouthro
2) 07/25/1998 Terry Villarie
3) 04/28/2001 Michael Norton

Bishop Michael Bernard Norton
A source for the Duarte-Costa lines.

Bishop Norton was consecrated Bishop on April 28, 2001 by Archbishop Lawrence J. Harms. One 
other bishop participated in the consecration of Bishop Norton: Bishop Joseph Anderson Johnson.
 
Bishop Johnson was consecrated on August 27, 1997 by Bishop Carlos Escobedo. Bishop Escobedo 
was consecrated on October 8, 1988 by Bishop Luis Fernando Castillo-Mendez.
 
Bishop Castillo-Mendez was consecrated on May 3, 1948 by Patriarch Carlos Duarte-Costa. Patriarch 
Carlos Duarte-Costa was consecrated on December 8, 1924 by Sebastiao Leme Cardinal Da Silveira 
Cintra. Thus, the Carlos-Duarte/Roman line was transmitted to Bishop Johnson through Bishop Norton.

Archbishop Lawrence J. Harms
Solely through the “laying on of hands” of Archbishop Lawrence J. Harms maintains the following 
eleven lines of Apostolic Succession:

• Duarte-Costa Line (Roman)
• Utrecht Line (Roman)
• Milingo (Roman)
• Greek Orthodox Line
• Russian Orthodox Line
• Albanian Orthodox Line
• Coptic Orthodox Line
• Cyprian Orthodox Line



• Antioch Orthodox
• Reformed Episcopalian
• Malankara/Syrian/Jacobite Line (Orthodox)

The following lists of Bishops in this document will demonstrate the source of all of the lines that are 
contained in the +Harms line of succession.

Bishop John Rinaldi
A source for the Russian Orthodox lines.

Bishop Rinaldi was consecrated Bishop in 1994 by Bishop Thomas Clay. Of the three bishops who 
consecrated Bishop Clay on April 30, 1994: Bishop Brian G. Turkington, Bishop Martha Theresa 
Schultz and Bishop Carolyn Catherine Adams, who was previously consecrated by Bishop Martha 
Theresa Schultz. Only Bishop Martha Schultz produces two sources of the Russian Orthodox line: 
Bishop Frank Ellsworth Hughes and Bishop Chris Grier. Both of these bishops were consecrated by 
Herman Adrian Spruit.

Bishop Spruit was consecrated Bishop on June 22, 1957 by Bishop Charles H. Hampton. Bishop 
Hampton was consecrated Bishop on September 13, 1931 by Bishop Henry Joseph Kleefisch. Bishop 
Kleefisch was consecrated Bishop in 1918 by Patriarch Sergius I of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Thus, the Russian Orthodox line was transmitted to Archbishop Harms through Bishop Rinaldi.

 
Bishop Donald Jeremiah Buttenbusch
A source for two of the Duarte-Costa (Roman lines).

Bishop Buttenbusch was consecrated Bishop on September 22, 1990 by Bishop Justo Roque Gonzalez 
Trininio and Bishop Jose Juan Villegas. Both of these bishops were consecrated by Bishop Luis 
Fernando Castillo-Mendez, Second Patriarch of ICAB. He was consecrated by the Patriarch Carlos 
Duarte-Costa on May 3, 1948. Patriarch Duarte-Costa was consecrated Sebastio Leme Cardinal 
Silveira Cintra on December 8, 1924.

This Roman line traces back to Bishop Leone de Simone who was consecrated Bishop in 1442. (Also 
known as the Scipione Rebiba line—the “Gold Standard” of Roman Apostolic Succession)
 

Bishop Jude Egbe
A source for the Duarte-Costa Line (Roman line), the Milingo Roman line, as well as: Russian 
Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, Albanian Orthodox, Malankara, Syrian Jacobite, Antioch Orthodox, 
Reformed Episcopalian, and Utrecht (Roman line).

Bishop Egbe was consecrated by Archbishop George Stallings. Archbishop George Stallings was 
originally consecrated on May 20, 1990 by Archbishop Richard W. Bridges, Bishop Marciel Marshall, 
Bishop Emile Rodriguez y Fairfield and Bishop Jurgen Bless.

Through Bishop Emile Rodriguez y Fairfield who was consecrated on August 15, 1954 by Bishop 
Carlos Duarte-Costa Patriarch of ICAB. The Duarte-Costa (Roman Line) was transmitted.



Through Bishop Jurgen Bless who was consecrated on March 14, 1987 by Bishop Peter Paul Brennan.

Eight more lines of Apostolic Succession were transmitted.

Bishop Brennan was first consecrated on June 10, 1978 by Bishop Richard Thomas McFarland and 
Archbishop Leonard Joseph Curreri. Archbishop Curreri was consecrated Bishop on April 23, 1977 by 
Bishop Francis Joseph Ryan. Bishop Ryan was consecrated Bishop on December 7, 1969 by 
Metropolitan Walter Propheta, who transmitted the Malankara, Syrian Jacobite, Russian, Albanian 
Orthodox lines, as well as the Utrecht (Roman lines). Archbishop John Chaissone (Christian), who 
transmitted the Russian and Greek Orthodox lines, as well as the Reformed Episcopalian lines. 
Metropolitan Andrei (William Andrew Prasky), who transmitted the Antioch Orthodox lines.

Archbishop George Stallings received a sub conditione consecration on September 24, 2006 by 
Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo. Archbishop Milingo was consecrated Bishop on August 1, 1969 by 
Pope Paul VI. Thus transmitting the Roman line.

Bishop Michael Scalzi
A source for the Russian Orthodox line.
 
Bishop Scalzi was consecrated Bishop by Bishop Robert Allmen. Bishop Allmen was consecrated 
Bishop in 1995 by Bishop William D. Donovan. Bishop Donovan was consecrated Bishop on 
November 14, 1993 by Bishop Willibrord Johannes Van Campenhout. Bishop Van Camenhout was 
consecrated Bishop on October 10, 1993 by Bishop Joseph Philip Sousa. Bishop Souza was 
consecrated Bishop on July 14, 1991 by Bishop Paul Michael Clemens. Bishop Clemens was 
consecrated Bishop in 1988 by Bishop Herman Adrian Spruit. Bishop Spruit was consecrated Bishop 
on June 22, 1957 by Bishop Charles H. Hampton. Bishop Hampton was consecrated Bishop on 
September 13, 1931 by Bishop Henry Joseph Kleefisch. Bishop Kleefisch was consecrated Bishop in 
1918 by Patriarch Sergius I of the Russian Orthodox Church.

Thus, the Russian Orthodox line was transmitted to Archbishop Harms through Bishop Scalzi

Bishop John Anderson Johnson
A source of the Duarte-Costa (Roman line).

Bishop Johnson was consecrated Bishop on August 27, 1997 by Bishop Carlos Escobedo. Bishop 
Escobedo was consecrated a Bishop on October 8, 1988 by Bishop Luis Fernando Castillo-Mendez. 
Bishop Castillo-Mendez was consecrated a Bishop on May 3, 1948 by Bishop Carlos Duarte-Costa, 
Patriarch of ICAB.

Bishop Duarte-Costa was consecrated on December 8, 1948 by Sebastio Leme Cardinal Silveira Cintra.

This Roman line traces back to Bishop Leone de Simone who was consecrated Bishop in 1442. (Also 
known as the Scipione Rebiba line—the “Gold Standard” of Roman Apostolic Succession.)

Bishop William Timlin
A source for the Duarte-Costa (Roman line); Cyprian, Antioch, Coptic, Russian, and Albanian 
Orthodox, and the Utrecht (Roman line).



Bishop Timlin was consecrated Bishop on November 19, 1976 by Bishop John A. Chaisson (Christian).
Bishop Wayne R. Price (Matththaios) and Bishop Bishop William Andrew Praszky. Bishop Chaisson 
(Christian) was consecrated Bishop on July 30, 1965 by Bishop Theoklitus Kantaris and Bishop 
William Myron Propheta. Through Bishop Kantaris, Bishop Chaisson inherited the Cyprian Orthodox 
line through consecration by Archbishop Makarios III (Michael Kykkotiz) Patriarch of Cypress. 
Through Bishop Propeta, Bishop Chaisson inherited 7 Russian Orthodox lines (Bishop Nikon, Bishop 
Alexander Nemolovski), 4 Albanian Orthodox lines (Bishop Yadho), 1 Antioch Orthodox (Bishop 
Joseph Rene Vilatte), 1 Utrecht (Roman line), 3 Syrian Jacobite Orthodox (Mar Dionysius Joseph, 
Bishop Paolo Miraglia Gulotti) and 3 Malankara Orthodox lines [Paulos Mar Ivanios (Murimarton), 
Mar Gregorius Abdullah, Bishop Paolo Miraglia Gulotti].

Through Bishop Price (Matththaios), Bishop Timlin inherited the Duarte-Costa (Roman line) through 
Bishop Carlos Duarte-Costa. Patriarch of ICAB, the Coptic Orthodox line through Pope Cyril VI 
Coptic Pope, and 2 Antioch Orthodox lines through Mar Ignatius Peter III (Boutros Ibn Salmo Mesko) 
and Bishop William Andrew Praszky.


